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 September, 2022 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
I hope you have had a relaxing summer break and are ready for a new school year! We have a 
busy term ahead of us and lots of things going on, so hopefully this letter will help to get the 
term started off smoothly. The children have all settled in well and have made a good start to 
the term.  
 
P.E for Potter Class will continue to be on a Wednesday and Friday this year. On Wednesday 
the children will be taught by the Achieve4All coaches and on Friday it will be taught by myself. 
Similar to last year the children will come to school in their PE kits for the whole day. The 
children are required to wear a white t-shirt and black shorts for PE with suitable trainers. In 
colder weather they may wear tracksuit bottoms and tracksuit tops. It’s great to see all the 
children back looking smart and lots in new uniform. With that in mind, it’s important that all 
items of clothing, PE kit, coats and all school uniform, are named to avoid any lost belongings. 
 
I would also like to take this opportunity to remind you that due to the unpredictable weather, 
please could your child come to school with a coat every day so they may enjoy their playtimes 
outside. We also encourage the children to drink lots of water throughout the day to stay 
hydrated. They will have trays where their water bottles are stored and therefore a named bottle 
is needed. As well as this, could I ask that children bring their bookbags to school every day and 
refrain from bringing backpacks where possible, as this is making our cloakroom very full, with 
Reception and Year 1 children in particular finding it hard to find their pegs after break and 
lunch. 
 
All children will continue to bring home a reading book each night and are expected to read to 
an adult each evening. They will change their books on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays. 
This allows them to read the book more confidently and means you and your child can focus on 
other elements such as expression and comprehension should you wish. In addition to your 
child’s reading level book they will also bring home a decodable text linked to their phonics 
group. Could you please remember to write any comments in each evening and to return them to 
school each morning. I appreciate any support you give in helping your child with their reading 
and keywords. It really does make a big difference. 
 
As well as this all children will come home with spellings to learn every Friday, I would be 
really grateful if you could practice these spellings at home with your children when you can. 
They will be tested on them the following Friday. Their spellings will be stuck in the back of their 
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red spelling book. The children will then need to bring their red book back for their spelling test 
on Friday. This will allow you to see your child’s spelling progress.  
 
Year 2 will also get 1 piece of homework with their spellings which will take roughly 20 minutes. 
This should be returned on or before the following Wednesday. Should they have any problems 
with the homework please come and talk to me or write a note in their reading diary and the 
problems can be discussed and talked through together. 
 
In Potter Class we have another member of the class who is taken home over the weekends. He 
is used as part of our reward system. One child each Friday is chosen to take our class bear 
home for the weekend for being amazing that week. He will be packed up in his bag along with 
his diary, please encourage your child to write about their weekend and you can include pictures 
and photos if you like too! Buddy the Bear should be returned to school on a Monday morning 
ready for your child to share their weekend and for them to look out for a new child to spend the 
next weekend with! 
 
This term we are going to be learning lots of exciting new things! Attached with this letter is the 
curriculum overview for the first half term which will tell you exactly what we are doing in each 
subject! This term we have lots of exciting topics to cover. We have an enquiry-based foundation 
subject curriculum which means the children will be set a big question and will spend a certain 
length of time finding out information to answer it.  
 
Our questions for the first half of the Autumn term are: 
 

• What would Paddington find exciting about Plymouth? (Geography) 

• What was it like when the Queen came to the throne in 1953? (History) 
 

 

All of the work we are going to do has been specially written to help your child reach 

the learning goals. Children will be reading, researching, writing, illustrating, 

working on their own and working in groups. I will be checking to see how well your 

child has learned through particular activities and asking children to explain their 

work. Perhaps they could share it with you too! 
 
If you have anything to share with the class or comments about the topic and its 

contents please do get in touch, it would be great to share personal experiences or 

items with the children.  

 
Finally, if for any reason you have any worries or concerns, please always feel free to come and 

see me, I am more than happy to listen to your thoughts. 
 
Thank you for your continuing support. 
 
Yours Faithfully, 
 
Miss Lauren Kelly  


