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June 2022           
 

St. Mary’s CofE  

Primary School 
Elliott’s Hill, Brixton, Devon, PL8 2AG 

    T: 01752 880436 

Email: admin@stmarys-brixton.devon.sch.uk 

Website: www.stmarys-brixton.devon.sch.uk  

 

OUR VISION:  

‘Working together, growing together, for all to flourish.’ 

 

 

Please help us by helping your children to be prepared. Help 
them to remember the best ways to be sun safe during the 

hotter weather at this time of year. 

Thank you 
 

 

Upcoming Events 

June 18 

Picnic Lunch on the field. 

12.00-1.00pm 

July 21 

Summer Fair  

3.30-5.00pm 

 

Before and After 
School Club 

For anyone who needs to continue 
to use the before and after school 
clubs, please make sure that you 

book in advance.  

For urgent bookings within 7 days, 
please continue to phone the 

office and confirm that we have 
space available before paying on 

ParentPay and completing a 
booking form.  

REMEMBER - Friday afternoon 
bookings are no longer be 

available.   Thank you 

 

 

mailto:admin@stmarys-brixton.devon.sch.uk
http://www.stmarys-brixton.devon.sch.uk/
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Well done to all of the children in KS2 for their hard work 

during the recent swimming sessions. We were all very 

proud not only of the progress that many children made in 

the 3-week course, but also for the way that they behaved 

and represented the school whilst on the coaches and at 

the pool itself. They did a brilliant job. Thank you too to the 

staff for their hard work and for supporting some of the less 

confident swimmers by joining in too. 

Welsh 3000 – in support of UNICEF for families in Ukraine 

Thank you so much to everyone across the whole federation for the hard work 

as we took on the challenge of raising money in support of UNICEF’s campaign 

to support families in Ukraine. As I write this newsletter the grand total stands 

at £6,231 which is a stunning amount! Some of this was raised by sponsors of 

the Welsh 3000 walking challenge completed by staff form the USF schools. 

However, a huge amount of the money raised came from children creating and completing their own 

challenges and collecting sponsorship for their efforts. There were some 

fantastic ideas for fundraising and we are very proud of everyone who took 

part and completed their own personal challenge.  

At St. Mary’s we had some super ideas and we are really pleased to announce 

that George won the prize for collecting the highest individual amount 

(£465.00) with a long bike ride, and Neve won the prize for her creative idea 

which must have made her very dizzy. She completed over 3000 cartwheels 

(not all at once), raising a substantial amount for her efforts too.  

We are so proud of all of the fundraisers and the people at home who helped them to achieve their activities 

and collect all the money. The Just Giving page is still available if you would like to add to the total. 

https://justgiving.com/fundraising/usfwelsh3000s 

We hope, that if you were able to come and support us at our Sports 

Day this year, that you enjoyed yourself as much as we did. We had 

lovely weather, lots of fantastic support and some great athletics to 

watch. Thank you for coming along to support and cheer on every 

one who took part. 

Thank you to all of the children from Ladybirds too. It was lovely to 

see them taking part in this special event. It was also great to see so 

many of you taking up the challenge of joining in with the activities 

https://justgiving.com/fundraising/usfwelsh3000s
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and races. The children love to see you taking part too and it makes the event even more enjoyable for all 

of us. 

In the end, the house points were collected and counted and it was Wembury House that came out on top 

this year. Well done to all of the children in Wembury, and congratulations to everyone in Bovisand, 

Mothercombe and Bigbury too, for the fantastic efforts. It was a very close competition!  

Social Media 

I’d like to remind everyone about the ongoing issue of age limits on social media platforms and online 

gaming sites.  

We see more and more children with access to phones and other 

devices everywhere in society, and it is a difficult thing for parents 

and carers to monitor. It is important however, to be aware of the 

age restrictions and to help your children understand why they may 

not be allowed to have access to certain sites or social media 

platforms at their age. 

The chart below is produced by the NSPCC and contains vital information to help keep everyone safe. 

Please use the link below to read more from their website. 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/ 

At school we teach children about online safety, what to do if they are concerned about something they 

have seen or read online and also the importance of responsible behaviour when using online platforms so 

that when they are old enough to use these platforms, they are aware of the potential risks and what to do 

if they are worried or upset. Used properly and carefully, many of these sites can be a positive resource. 

Devices are a great tool for everyone when used properly. Used inappropriately however, they can increase 

risks, so please take the time to remind yourself of what your child should be able to access at the age they 

are now. 
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Rights Respecting 

I’d like to say a huge well done to Mrs. Kay and the Rights Respecting group in school for the 

hard work they have done in earning the school the Silver Rights Respecting Award.  

We work hard in all our classes to make sure that the children are fully aware of the Rights that 

every child in the world should have equal access to whilst also acknowledging that not all 

children are able to have everything that they need to have a safe and healthy life.  

Attached to this newsletter is a copy of the UNICEF convention on the rights of a child. 

 

Picnic on the Field – Monday 18th July 

 

Just a quick reminder about our picnic on the field on Monday 18th July. 

If you are able to come along to join us on the field for a picnic we’d love to see you.  

Bring something to sit on and a picnic for you and your child(ren) and from 12.00pm when we 

start our lunch hour, children will come and join you to have their lunch. 

 

Parking 

Two short reminders for parking around the school site : 

1. Can we please ask you not to park on any of the school road markings or yellow lines on Steer Pont Road. The 

markings are there to improve safety close to the school and none of us would want to see an accident. 

Parking in these places does increase congestion as well as making road crossing more risky. Last week, we also 

had a large lorry that was unable to get through due to parking. 

 

2. Please can we remind you not to use the school car park for normal drop offs and collections. There have been 

a couple of instances recently where spaces have been taken in the morning which have then prevented staff 

arriving at school being able to park. You may of course use the car park if you are collecting your child for an 

appointment during the day or if you are collecting from after school club. 

Local Studies Week 

Local studies week was a lovely week in school. Learning about the history and geography of the local area is a very 

important part of the curriculum and so a huge thank you to Mrs. Berry for co-ordinating all of that week by arranging 

the school visits and local walks. We hope that the children had a lovely time too. We certainly know that the trips 

were enjoyed (especially the EYFS and KS1 going on the coaches which was very exciting). Huge thanks to Mrs. 

Burroughs too for helping us on our local walks using her extensive knowledge of the local area. 
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PTA / action group – swimming pool area 

Thank you to the parents and carers who have already come forward to volunteer their services to be part of a group 

who would be willing to support events that we organise in school in the coming school year. Extra pairs of hands on 

the day of an event is welcomed as they often require lots of setting up and then clearing away afterwards.   

Can I please ask that if you are considering joining this group, (even if you know you won’t be 

able to do every event across a year), to let me know on the gate or by email/phone call, by 

Wednesday 6th July so that I can arrange a first meeting soon to discuss ideas. 

One area we are hoping to develop in the coming year is the old swimming pool. Children have 

been creating designs as part of their local study work, to convert the swimming pool into a community garden space. 

Once plans are finalised, this is a job that will need some volunteers so that we can turn the designs into reality.  

Attendance  

Can I please remind you about the importance of good attendance across the school year. Your child’s report will 

indicate what their attendance rate has been up to this point of the school year so far and thank you to everyone who 

has made every effort to ensure that their child attends every day. Obviously, there are occasions when your child 

shouldn’t be in school due to illness and we appreciate you keeping us informed of this by ringing the school before 

8.30am and leaving a message on the attendance answer phone. Holiday’s taken during term time are the main issue. 

All holiday requests will be classed as unauthorised absence unless there is an exceptional reason for the requested 

time off, which you must make us aware of. A missed period can make a huge difference because vital building blocks 

of learning from one day often feed into the continued learning the next day/week and this therefore impacts on your 

child’s progress. 

Can I also remind you that children need to be at school on time. The gates are open from 8.45am - 9.00am. The 

register is taken at 9.00am, including the dinner register and lateness can impact on this important part of the day. If 

you know that your child is going to be late please make sure you contact the office to let us know the reason, (for 

example a medical appointment), and in your message can you also indicate what meal option they will require so that 

the office and kitchen can co-ordinate orders as soon as possible. Can we even ask that if you are going to be late 

because of traffic, (and there have been a lot of road works recently causing issues for some of you), that you also let 

us know by contacting the office. 

Thank you for your continued support with these matters. 

Mental Health Support 

The Summer holidays offer an opportunity to re charge, but some children may find themselves struggling without the 

structure and support network of school.  The Anna Freud National Centre for Children and Families created these self 

-care Summer packs for schools. These packs feature a range of creative activities based on self-care strategies that 

other young people have found useful in helping them stay mentally healthy. They also signpost young people and 

their families to additional support, including the AFC crisis messenger text service. We hope you find this resource 

helpful.  

https://www.annafreud.org/media/15053/my-self-care-plan.pdf 

https://www.annafreud.org/media/15053/my-self-care-plan.pdf
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Summer Fair – Thursday 21st July 

A reminder that we will be having our Summer Fair from 3.30 - 5.00pm on Thursday 21st July 

and we’d love to see you there to join in the fun. 

As I previously mentioned, any offers of help on the day would be very warmly welcomed so 

please let us know soon if you haven’t already done so. 

The initial email about our fair also indicated what we will be doing on the next 3 Fridays in 

order to collect prizes for the fair. 

 As a reminder, see the chart below. 

Friday 1st July (this week) Non-uniform day in exchange for a bottle donation. 
 

Friday 8th July Non-uniform day in exchange for a chocolate donation. 
 

Friday 15th July Non-uniform day in exchange for a contribution to our 
Rainbow raffle stall. 
Please try to contribute a gift which matches the colours 
below. 

 

Blue – Staff 
Green – Morpurgo Class 

Yellow – Dahl Class 
Orange – Potter Class 

Red – Rosen Class 
 

Anytime from now Donations of toys, games, books, old school uniform, 
etc…for our Reduce, Reuse, Recycle stall. 
 

Thursday 21st July 
(SUMMER FAIR DAY) 

Cake donations for the cake stall. 

And finally….Class Photos 

Your child has brought home an envelope with their class photograph proof. If you would like 

to order a copy, the quickest and safest way is to order online within the 7 days and it will be 

delivered with free postage and packing back to school. If you are unable to order in this 

way, please return the completed form and payment before 9.00am on Tuesday 5th July at 

the latest.  

 

When we receive orders at school, they will be sent home with the child. If you would prefer to have your order 

delivered to your home address, you are able to do this at and additional cost at the point of ordering online. 

If you have any questions about the class photos, please contact Mrs. Rundle in the school office. 
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Term Dates 

The term dates for the rest of the year are available through the school website. 

 

https://stmarys-brixton.devon.sch.uk/parent-zone/calendar/ 

 

Adrian Clements 
Head of School 

 

https://stmarys-brixton.devon.sch.uk/parent-zone/calendar/

