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September 2021 
 

St. Mary’s CofE  

Primary School 
Elliott’s Hill, Brixton, Devon, PL8 2AG 

    T: 01752 880436 

Email: admin@stmarys-brixton.devon.sch.uk 

Website: www.stmarys-brixton.devon.sch.uk 

 

Welcome back to the new school year. Things have been really good in 
school so far this term and there has been a lot of positivity in and around 
the school as we have returned to a more normal way of working.  

The children have done an amazing job getting to know all of the routines 
of our daily life at St. Mary’s and they deserve a lot of credit for this, as do 
the staff who have worked tirelessly to make sure everything is in place. It 
has been wonderful to see the children being able to share more of their 
school day together and they have clearly enjoyed this too. Hopefully this 
will all be able to continue into the coming weeks and months and we hope 
for a more stable school year for everyone. 

Thank you again for all of your support through all of the difficult times we 
have been through. It means a great deal to all of us in school. 

 
 

New Children 

Welcome to all of our new 

Reception children who have 

joined us in school this year. 

They have settled so well even 

after only a couple of weeks. It has been lovely to see the older children in school 

playing and supporting these new children which is something we missed last 

year due to the restrictions. We’re really looking forward to this year and hope 

that they all continue to have a lovely time in Rosen Class with Miss Lee and Mrs. 

Berry. 

 

Upcoming Events 

October 8 

School Photographs & Harvest 

October 18 

Half term holiday begins 

 

Before and After 
School Club 

For anyone who needs to continue 
to use the before and after school 
clubs, please make sure that you 

book through ParentPay, in 
advance.  

For urgent bookings within 7 days, 
please continue to phone the 

office and confirm that we have 
space available before paying on 

ParentPay and completing a 
booking form.  

Thank you 
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We also have some new children in other classes too this and it is always nice to welcome new faces. One of the lovely 

things about our school is how well the other children make new people feel welcome so quickly. Joining a new school 

can be a nervous time, but everything has been really positive so thank you to everyone for supporting our new pupils. 

Mrs. Howlett 

Mrs. Howlett is a face that many of you will recognize in and around school as she has worked as a teacher here on many 

occasions. Mrs. Howlett is joining the Brixton team again as part of the federations Special Needs team. She will replace 

Mrs. Eather who some of you will know from working with her over the last couple of years. Whist we warmly welcome 

Mrs. Howlett and look forward to working with her again, everyone at St. Mary’s would also like to thank Mrs. Eather 

for all of her hard work and support and we wish her well in her next venture. 

Class Information 

You will have received organizational class information about your child’s class and also a summary of what they will be 

learning this half term. This information is also available through the school website using the ‘Curriculum’ menu. 

https://stmarys-brixton.devon.sch.uk/ 

School Jumpers 

Forgive me for repeating myself, but even at this early part of the term we have noticed that there are still 

lots of jumpers and cardigans without names inside them. We know how frustrating it can be when things 

get lost but can we urge you to make sure that all items are labelled.  

It not only helps to prevent things getting lost but it also saves a lot of time in school. 

 

Christian Value 

 

Our Christian Value for this term is ‘Friendship’. The children are focusing particularly on this value 

through the half term although we also use every opportunity to talk about our other values of 

‘compassion’, ‘perseverance’, ‘justice’ and ‘courage’. 

 

Clubs 

You will shortly be receiving information about clubs that we will be offering in 

school. It has been such a long time since we have been able to offer extra curricula 

clubs so we are excited about being able to do this. Some of these clubs will run after 

school and some may be at lunchtime. The clubs will be run by staff and there will be 

limited spaces for each club.  If your child would like a space in any of the clubs they will need to be booked through 

parent pay. The clubs will be free but it will be on a first come first served basis. 

Please note that children need to be collected from the main entrance after their club.  
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Healthy Snacks 

Can we please remind you that children are allowed to bring a healthy snack for 

breaktime. Please don’t send in sweet treats for playtimes snacks. We encourage fruit 

and vegetables as the best options. We also have fruit and vegetable delivered to 

school as part of the government scheme and these are available to the younger 

children at KS1 playtime. 

 

Reading 

Reading is a vital part of your child’s development. Reading confidence, which comes 

through regular reading, supports them is all areas of the curriculum as they progress 

through the school.  

Can we please remind you of the importance of some quality reading time every 

day which we ask you to record in their reading diaries too. Thank you for your 

support with this.  

 

Rights Respecting Value  - a message from Mrs. Kay 

We have started the new school year with each class creating their own Class Charter and 

agreeing to take responsibility for making sure that all the children in Brixton St Mary’s are 

allowing each other to have their rights and needs met. The children have been amazing at 

identifying all the positive things we get from school and how they can help each other get 

the most out of their time here.  

  

Article 28: Every child has a right to an education 

 

With a new year also comes a new Rights Respecting Steering Group. This group help to make sure that the Children’s 

Rights are followed around the school. Not only that, but they look at ways we can improve the school linked to their 

rights and how we can raise awareness for children in the UK and around the world, who for various reasons don’t get all 

their rights and needs met.   

I look forward to seeing the impact this group of children can have on the school this year!   

 

Article 13: Every child has a right to express their thoughts and opinions 

School Photographs 

The school photographer will be coming into school to take individual photos of the children 

on Friday 8th October. Please make sure that your child is wearing their full school uniform 

on the day, even if it a normal PE day for their class. 
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Attendance 

Can I take the opportunity to remind you about the importance of good school 

attendance. The past few months have been very difficult for many families and whilst 

we appreciate that fact, we now look forward to more positive times where we can 

really hope for excellent attendance from everyone. 

If your child is unwell, please make sure you contact the school and leave a message before 8.30am. This then allows 

Mrs. Rundle to make sure that the teachers know about your child before the day begins.  

If your child is going to be late because they have an appointment, please make sure that you also contact the school 

office before 9.15am to ensure that their lunch time choices are recorded. This is most important for children needing a 

school lunch. 

Can I also remind you that we can only authorize school absence if we are satisfied that there are exceptional 

circumstances which apply. If you know that you need to request a school absence can we please ask you to complete 

an absence request form which is available from the school office. 

Arrival Time for Before School Club 

Just a quick reminder for people using the before school club. Please don’t arrive too early. The club will begin at 

8.05am. Thank you for your support with this. 

 

Housepoints 

Here is a summary chart for house points as they currently stand across the whole school. Well done to everyone for 

working so hard and earning those house points for you and your team.  

Bovisand Wembury Bigbury Mothercombe 

1366 1496 1339 1380 

Morrisons – ‘It’s Good to Grow’ vouchers 

 

I have been reliably informed that Morrisons are again supporting schools with free gardening equipment. If you shop at 

Morrisons can I please ask you to help by collecting the vouchers for school. For every £10 you spend (in store or online) 

at Morrisons, you’ll get a Grow Token to help the school. We have a collection tin in school where the vouchers can be 

posted. You can also download the ‘MyMorrisons’ app to start collecting Grow Tokens and choose the school you’d like 

to donate them to. 

St. Mary’s will be able to exchange their Grow Tokens for FREE gardening equipment so please also encourage your friends 

and family and even your neighbours to start collecting the vouchers for school too.  
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Swimming Pool 

As you will probably be aware, the swimming pool area isn’t used for swimming lessons any more. We have been using 

other local providers in the last couple of years which has been really positive in supporting swimming for our children. 

Whilst it has been nice to have a pool in the past, the costs of running the pool make it a luxury that we can’t keep 

running. We are now looking into creating a new garden space within the old swimming pool area, which will also be a 

space accessible to the local community. The initial plan is to develop the space as a garden of remembrance and 

although we are at the very early stages of the project, we would be keen to get an idea of the sort of expertise we may 

have in the school parent and carer population, to volunteer time to help develop the idea in the coming months. Do we 

have any garden designers? Do we have any gardening experts? etc…etc… 

Could I please ask you to contact me if you feel you have some skills that would be of benefit to the project. Even if that 

means you might be able to offer some time to do some of the ground work later on, I’d be grateful to hear from you.  

And Finally…. 

It is coming up to Harvest time and we are planning to take the children up to the church 

for a small harvest service on Friday 8th October. Having not been able to go to church for 

a long time, hasn’t been ideal and so we are looking forward to going back there and 

introducing some of our younger children in KS1, to the church for the first time. 

Normally we like to share these special services with you but this year, our Harvest will 

be a school event only to reduce the amount of social mixing and to keep everyone safe. 

We know that you will appreciate that and we look forward to the day when we can invite everyone to share in special 

occasions again. 

Instead of donating food produce as we would normally do for our Harvest, can we urge you to consider donations to 

local food banks. Some supermarkets have collection points for donations. Thank you 

Regards, 

Adrian Clements 

Head of School 

Covid-19 

As you may be aware, the Covid-19 guidance has recently changed and educational settings are no longer expected to 

undertake contact tracing, as this will be completed by the NHS Test and Trace following positive cases. The guidance 

also no longer recommends bubbles and the limiting of mixing. We have been very fortunate in that we have been able 

to operate in minimal bubbles in the past and, whilst some of the previous measures have relaxed, we will continue to 

ensure that we are as sensible as possible throughout this new academic year.  

We will continue to keep in place the following control measures:  

• Follow public health guidance on testing, self-isolation and managing confirmed cases of COVID-19  

• Maintain appropriate cleaning regimes  
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• Keep occupied spaces well ventilated  

• Appropriate use of PPE  

• Deliver strong messaging about signs and symptoms of Covid-19, isolation advice and testing to support prompt 

isolation of suspected cases  

Close contacts  

Individuals identified as close contacts are not required to self-isolate if any of the following apply:  

• they are fully vaccinated (e.g. at least 2 weeks after second dose)  

• they are below the age of 18 years and 6 months  

• they have taken part in or are currently part of an approved COVID-19 vaccine trial  

• they are not able to get vaccinated for medical reasons  

 

Close contacts who are not required to isolate will be advised to:  

• take a PCR test (they do not need to isolate whilst awaiting result but will need to isolate as a case if positive)  

• limit close contact with others outside their household  

• wear a face covering in enclosed spaces (not primary-aged children)  

• limit contact with clinically extremely vulnerable  

• participate in twice weekly LFD testing if eligible (school staff only)  

 

Staff who do not need to isolate, and children and young people aged under 18 years 6 months who usually attend 

school, and have been identified as a close contact, should continue to attend school as normal.  

 

If unwell, children should not attend school and must remain at home until their acute symptoms resolve. This, as you 

are aware, has always been the case. However, if these symptoms develop into cough, temperature or they have 

changes to their taste and smell, they must isolate and get a PCR test. If they test negative to COVID-19, they still need 

to remain at home until at least 24 fever free and acute symptoms resolved. If they test positive, they will be required 

to isolate for the required period in line with the Public Health England (PHE) guidance.  

I am extremely grateful to you all for cooperating and supporting us so well over the past 18 months, and we are really 

looking forward to the new academic year together, hopefully with as few disruptions as possible. As always, if you have 

any questions, please do not hesitate to get in touch. 

 


