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8th September 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Welcome back to a new school year and I hope that you had a good summer break.  
We are really pleased to see the children returning back to school.  
 
As you know, our lives are somewhat different than they were before Covid 19 and each school will have written 
to you to explain how the new systems and procedures are working. For some families and staff this is an anxious 
time, but I would like to reassure you that all of the schools are following the latest guidance and that this is on 
the DFE website, should you wish to read it yourself. Each school has also produced a Risk Assessment and we 
have published these on our websites, so again you can see what steps are being taken to manage the risk.  
 
To reassure you, during the height of the outbreak, all seven of our partner schools were open and children of 
key workers, other groups and later Reception, Year One and Year Six attended school. During this time, we only 
had one confirmed case of a child in school. None of the child’s family or any child, or member of staff in school, 
showed symptoms. 
 
In some of our schools, we are staggering the start of term. This is dependent on the size of the school and how 
accessible the site/building is. We are aware that whilst most children have had the chance to be at school during 
the summer term, there are many others who have not attended. Staggering the start of term will give these 
families the opportunity to learn the new systems. 
 
 
Important reminders: 
 
Please do not send your child to school if they have symptoms  
 
If you/your child have coronavirus symptoms: 
 

• a high temperature 

• a new, continuous cough 

• a loss of, or change to, your sense of smell or taste  

 

Click Get a test now to book a test. 

 
 

https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
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• While the greater majority of parents have been highly appreciative and supportive of our staff and the 
work they are doing during this time, we have had some incidents of parents being rude to staff, which is 
unacceptable. We do appreciate that there is anxiety around Covid, but please can I ask that all our staff 
are treated with respect at all times. They are doing their very best to get children safely back to school.  

 

• Please follow the school’s procedures for dropping off and collecting your child. 
 

• Please do not congregate at the entrance and exits to the school but follow the social distancing 
guidance. 

 

• Attendance at school is now again compulsory and children are expected to come to school every day. 
Where there are unexplained absences, each school will follow these up in the normal way. 
 

• Children must wear school uniform. However, on the days they have PE, they may wear their school PE 
kit (as per the uniform policy) and their school jumper. They can also wear plain dark tracksuit bottoms 
over the top of their shorts, especially when it is cold.  

 

• Children should bring their coats when required, as we want to ensure that even on days when the 
weather is less than ideal, they get outside in the fresh air.  

 

• The Government advises against the wearing of facemasks in school for children under 12 in school. Even 
if there is a local lockdown, primary children will not need to wear a face mask in school. If they wear a 
mask to school, these need to be taken home by parents or if they walk alone, they must be placed in a 
sealed bag and put in their bag until the end of the day.  

 

• If a child develops symptoms in school, we have a procedure to follow. Parents will be asked to collect 
their child and any siblings and will be given advice about self-isolation and testing (please see the link 
below)   

 

• We receive regular updated guidance and are constantly reviewing our practices and where necessary 
the risk assessments.  

 

• Useful guidance links: 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/face-coverings-in-education/face-coverings-in-education 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-
households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection 

 
We do appreciate that for some families this is all very new and different, but I know that by working in 
partnership we can ensure that all our children return back safely to school. 
 
Thank you for your cooperation, patience and support. 
Kind regards. 
 
Martin Harding  
Executive Headteacher    
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